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THE VIRGINIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS CONVENED AT THE GREAT 

BRIDGE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH, CHESAPEAKE, VA JUNE 13-14, 2019.  (Back to TOC) 

Thursday, June 13, 10:30 am 
Prayer was made: 

- For our speakers at this convention led by Rev. Don White. 

- For the presence of the Holy Spirit at this convention led by Bro. Newl Dotson 

- For the Officers, Board and Missionaries of the Virginia State Association led by Rev. Earl Sutton 

- For the delegates, visitors, business and host church led by Rev. Jamie Lane 

- For ourselves (at the alter) led by Rev. Mike Edwards and closed by Dr. Bruce Barnes 
 

Thursday, June 13, 11 am 
Opening song: “Blessed Assurance” led by Rev. Jay Baines 
Opening Prayer: Dr. Bruce Barnes 
Rejoice praise team from Welch College sang. 

- “At the Cross (You Can Lay it Down)” 

- “On the Day” 

- “The Old Rugged Cross Made the Difference” 
Rev. Glen Johnson presented a handout and spoke about “Reclaiming Our Distinctives,” 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
(Pg. 5-6) 
Invitation was given while singing “Have Thine Own way Lord”. 
Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Brent Patrick 
 
Thursday, June 13, 1 pm 
Rejoice praise team from Welch College sang. 

- “Praise the Name of the Lord Our God” 

- “One Day When” 

- “I Am Not alone”  
Rev. Tim York spoke on “Promoting Our Fellowship” (Ephesians 3:9) 

- Ephesians 4:1-3 The Instruction – Unity: with humility, gentleness and patience 

- Ephesians 4:4-6 The Illustration – “One” is used seven times 

- Ephesians 4:7 The Implication – Each portion (measure) makes the whole 
 
Thursday, June 13, 2 pm 
Rev. David Mizzelle spoke on “Preparing for Our Health” (Colossians 3:12-17) 

- Church should be a direction more than a destination 

- Why am I here? 
o To glorify God through my life 
o To share the gospel of Christ continually with others  

- Why is my church here? 
o To give direction (worship; grow/equip; encourage/community; kingdom work) 

 
Thursday, June 13, 7:00 pm 
Opening song: “Revive us Again” led by host pastor, Rev. Jay Baines 
Offering received: $184.00 
Great Bridge Choir sang “Jesus Saves” 
Clerk, Rev. Don White introduced State Officers 
Moderator, Rev. David Sexton called the meeting to order and introduced committees: 

- Nominating 
o Rev. Brent Patrick, Chair 
o Rev. Gary Hill 
o Rev. Jay Baines 
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- Credentials 
o Debbie Barnes, Chair 
o Robert R. Vance 
o Larry Stephen 

 
Dr. Bruce Barnes then came to address proposed changes to the Constitution of the State Association. 
First step in the process is to deal with a motion that was presented and tabled in 2013: 
 
Current: The Constitution of the Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists may be altered or 

amended at any regular session by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present, providing the 
change has been submitted in writing and tabled from the previous session. 

Proposed: The Constitution of the Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists may be altered or 
amended at any regular session by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present, providing the 
change has been submitted in writing and tabled for at least one (1) day. 

 
A motion to remove from the table was approved and after a brief discussion the motion from 2013 was 
approved. 
 
Copies of the proposed new “Bylaws of the Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc.” were 
distributed and a motion to receive the proposed document and table further action until the next day 
(Friday) was approved. 
 
A motion to adjourn the business session and enter into worship was approved and prayer was given by Rev. 
David Sexton. 
 
Dr. Barnes then introduced the speaker, Dr. David Crowe and special music by Sis. Christina Weeks. 
 
Congregation then sang “Praise Him! Praise Him!” and “These Are the Days of Elijah” 
Sis. Christina Weeks sang “The Beauty of the Blood”. 
 
Dr. Crowe then took charge and spoke on “Preserving Our Past” (2 Timothy 2:1-2) 

- Is History important? 
o By understanding what happened we can learn from their failures and avoid them as well as 

rejoice in their success and repeat them. 

- Is FWB history important? It should be to FWB. (www.FWBHistory.com) 
 

Dr. Barnes made announcements and dismissed in prayer. 
 
Friday, June 14, 8:30 am 
Moderator, Rev. David Sexton read Scripture, led in prayer and called the meeting to order. 
 
STATE REPORTS 
The Minutes of the 2018 meeting were presented by the Clerk, Rev. Don White. 
Note: As directed by the Board at All Boards Meeting in February 2019, Minute Booklets will no longer be 
printed and the minutes are to be posted on the website. (www.vafwb.org)  A limited number of condensed 
copies (without all the reports and inserts) are to be made available at the state meeting. 
A motion was made and approved to accept the minutes as presented. 
 
Report of the Credentials Committee. (Dr. Barnes; Pg. 7-12) A motion was made and approved to accept. 
(Association reports: Pg. 27-46) 
 

Report of the Treasurer. (Rev. Brent Patrick; Pg. 13-17) A motion was made and approved to accept. 

 

Report of the Executive Board (Rev. Don White; Pg. 18-20) A motion was made and approved to accept. 

http://www.fwbhistory.com/
http://www.vafwb.org/
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Report of the Promotional Director. (Dr. Bruce Barnes; Pg. 21-22) A motion was made and approved to 

accept. 

 

Report of the Mission Board (Rev. Paul Collins, letter from Chairman, (Rev. David Mizelle; Pg. 23) 

Missionaries gave brief reports. 

- Jason Weaver, Winchester, currently building and can use help. 

- Kevin Bass, Restore Church, Portsmouth, (for Marc Neppl) planning to go self-supporting in 2020 

- David Osborne, Wytheville, 7 saved and 5 baptized in the last year. Lease expires in 9 months, 

currently serving as bi-vocational, consider partnering with us. 

A motion was made and approved to accept all these reports. 

 

Harvest Childcare, (Bro. Newl Dotson and Rev. Paul Collins; Pg. 24) Received as information. 

 

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries, (Sis. Jo White; Pg. 25-26) Received as information. 

 

NATIONAL AGENCIES (Received as information.) 

- Executive Office, Rev. Ryan Lewis 

- FWB Foundation, Rev. David Brown 

- WNAC, Sis. Elizabeth Hodges 

- Board of Retirement, Rev. Brent Patrick 

- North American Ministries, Rev. David Sexton 

- International Missions, Rev. Robert Bryan 

- Randall House, Rev. Ron Hunter 

- Welch College, Dr. Matthew Pinson 

- Southeastern College, Rev. Jim Marcum 

 

Break 

 
Friday, June 14, 11:00 am 
Opening Song: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Prayer: Dan Poten 

 

Dr. Barnes introduced speaker, Rev. Matthew Pinson. 

 
Rejoice praise team from Welch College sang. 

- “At Calvary” 

- “For the Cause of Christ” 

- “I shall Not Want” 
 
Rev. Matthew Pinson spoke on “Protecting Our Future” using satire on “How to Bring the FWB 
Denomination to an End (In Seven Easy Steps)”. 

Step 1) Get the answers wrong. 
Jump to conclusions about why people are leaving the church; make assumptions.  
Ignore data. 

 Step 2)  Lose Your Nerve 

  Allow assumptions and cultural changes (rather than biblical truth) to develop solutions. 

Step 3) Become a Wannabe (long to be someone else) 

Allow fear and lack of courage to suppress your real identity in Christ and as a FWB. 

Imitate what others are doing. 
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 Step 4) Emphasize style over substance 

  Add cultural fads and preference rather than the gospel and biblical doctrine. 

 Step 5) Always emphasize short-term results 

  Look for quick results and don’t worry about the future. 

 Step 6) Emphasize the attractional over the missional 

  Appealing to the consumer / target audience. (The customer is always right.) 

  Use entertainment. 

 Step 7) Try really hard to forget. 

  Foster systematic amnesia about that “those before” went through. 

  Never read commentaries written before your lifetime or sing old songs. 

  Read how-to books that are short and paperback. 

 

After the presentation there was a short Q&A time. (www.FWBTheology.com for more information.) 

 

Host Pastor, Rev. Jay Baines gave instructions for lunch. 

 

Prayer by Bro. Ed Goode 

 
 
Friday, June 14, 1:00 pm 
 

Moderator, Rev. David Sexton called the meeting to order. 

 

Rev. Dan Houghton, missionary to Vermont gave a report on his work. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

A motion was made and approved to remove from the table the motion to accept new Bylaws. (Tabled last 

night) There was no discussion and the bylaws were approved. Clerk’s copy to be signed and dated by both 

the Clerk and the Moderator. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Brent Patrick gave the Report of the Nominating Committee. (Pg. 47) 

Moderator asked for nomination from the floor. There were none. 

A motion to accept the report and elect the candidates as listed was approved. 

 

Delegates to the National Association were nominated. Sis. Teresa Hill; Bro. Timothy Sexton; Bro. Daniel 

Greenawalt. A Motion to accept these delegates and allow Dr. Barnes select 2 others from those attending 

was approved. 

 

Memorial prayer was led by Rev. Paul Collins 

 

A motion to give a rising vote of thanks to the great Bridge Church for hosting the convention was approved. 

 

Announcements were made. 

 

Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Michael Smith. 

 

 

https://www.fwbtheology.com/
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Report of the Credentials Committee (2 of 6 pages) 
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Report of the Credentials Committee (3 of 6 pages) 
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